respondent for the alleged violations based upon the criteria as
set forth in section 110U) of the Act.  Additional issues raised
by the parties are identified and disposed of in the course of this
decision.

In determining the amount of a civil penalty assessment,
section 110(i) of the Act requires consideration of the following
criteria: (1) the operator's history of previous violations, (2)
the appropriateness of such penalty to the size of the business of
the operator, (3) whether the operator was negligent, (4) the
effect on the operator's ability to continue in business, (5) the
gravity of the violation, and (6) the demonstrated good faith of
the operator in attempting to achieve rapid compliance after
notification of the violation.

The parties stipulated to the following:

1.  Respondent is the owner and operator of the Alchem Trona
mine.

2.  The products produced by the said mine enter and effect
commerce.

3.  All of the above cibed cases, except for Docket No. WEST
No. 80-217, are governed by the provisions of the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Act of 1977 and are properly before the Federal
Mine Safety and Health Review Commission.

4.  That if penalties are assessed in these cases, it will not
affect respondent's ability to continue in business.

5.  The respondent has two million, thirteen thousand and
twenty five man hours annually and is considered a large mining
operation.

6.  The Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA)
inspectors involved in the above cited cases were duly authorized
representatives of the Secretary of Labor (Secretary) at all times
relevant herein.

7.  In respect to Docket No. WEST 80-217-M, in the twenty four
months prior to September 25, 1979, 251 violations were assessed
against the respondent.

8.   In Docket No. WEST 81-32-M, 482 violations had been
assessed against respondent.

9.  In Docket No* WEST 81-405-M, 350 violations had been
assessed against respondent in the 24 months preceding June 9,
1981.
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